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"Education is a basic human right and the best investment 
that we can make to ensure a sustainable future and leave 
no one behind."  
 
UNESCO, Right to Education Handbook, 2019 

Imagine a world where every child and young person lives 
the vision outlined in the UN Declaration on the Rights 
of the Child: a world where every child is guaranteed 



school boards, provinces and territories, and even at  
a pan-Canadian level. 

The concept is called “progressive realization,” which 
means that instead of setting up narrow targets to 
measure the success or failure of systems, the focus is on 
measuring progress. First, a vision and a set of goals are 
defined, then, there is a commitment to providing  
the resources necessary to meet those goals, and lastly, 
and most importantly, there is a commitment to reporting 
every year on the progress being made toward those goals. 

In Ontario, the goals for schools might still include 
test scores, but it should also consider components 
like results from student and staff surveys, and data on 
student achievement, participation in extracurricular 
activities, suspensions and expulsions, all of which can be 
disaggregated by demographic variables including race, 
disability, special needs, 2SLGBTQ+ self-identification, 
Indigenous self-identification and socio-economic status. 


