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The People for Education tracking survey was developed by People for
Education and the Metro Parent Network, in consultation with parents and
parent groups across Ontario. People for Education owns the copyright on
all intellectual property that is part of this project.

Use of any questions contained in the survey, or any of the intellectual
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While the median amount fundraised per secondary school has remained
fairly consistent in recent years, there has been a substantial increase in
the median amount raised in elementary schools.

In 2018, the median amount raised by elementary schools reached an all-
time high of $10,000, 25% higher than any other year on record. Almost a
quarter of elementary schools raised $20,000 or more, which is also an
all-time high, increasing from 16% in 2011 (see Figure 1).

Figure 1. Percentage of elementary schools raising over $10,000
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Note: Fundraising data was not collected in 2014.

Fundraising inequities have been a persistent issue in Ontario (Winton,
2016). And these inequities appear to be growing, despite the introduction
of provincial fundraising guidelines in 2012.

This year’s survey results show that once again, the amount fundraised by
school communities varies widely. In 2018, the top 10% of fundraising
elementary schools raised 37 times the amount raised by the bottom 10%,
with some schools reporting raising as much as $123,000.

Among secondary schools, the top 5% of fundraising schools raised as
much as the bottom 81% combined, with some schools reporting raising
$150,000.

From their comments on the surveys, it is clear that principals are acutely
aware of such variations and their consequences.!

Our school raises only a fraction
of what other more affluent
schools raise. It does have an
effect on what we can/cannot
do and support.

Elementary school,
Waterloo Catholic DSB
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This year, we used information from Statistics Canada and Ontario’s Ministry



Extracurricular activities are often associated with better learning (Farb &
Matjasko, 2012) and well-being (Ferguson & Powers, 2014) among
students. Most secondary schools offer a wide variety of extracurricular
activities and sports programs, and most of these programs have costs
associated with them that are not covered by school budgets.

Many secondary schools rely on student fees to cover the cost of
enrichment activities. In 2018, 87% of secondary schools report charging
student activity fees. While the average activity fee is $46 per student per



While it is clear from principals’ comments, and from extensive research,
that fundraising can be an effective component of community engagement



Farb, A.F. & Matjasko, J.L. (2012). Recent advances in research
on school-based extracurricular activities and adolescent
development. Developmental Review 32(1), 1-48.

Ferguson, B. & Powers, K. (2014). Broader measures of
success: Physical and mental health in schools. In



http://peopleforeducation.ca/wp-content/uploads/2017/06/MWM-health.pdf
http://peopleforeducation.ca/wp-content/uploads/2017/06/MWM-health.pdf
http://peopleforeducation.ca/wp-content/uploads/2017/06/MWM-health.pdf
http://www.edu.gov.on.ca/eng/parents/feesGuideline.pdf
http://www.edu.gov.on.ca/eng/parents/feesGuideline.pdf
http://www.edu.gov.on.ca/eng/parents/Fund20
http://www.edu.gov.on.ca/eng/parents/Fund20
http://peopleforeducation.ca/wp-content/uploads/2017/06/MWM-creativity.pdf

