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The gap between success in applied and academic courses is 
also evident when students are followed from elementary to 
secondary school. Of the students who did not meet the stan-
dard in Grade 3 or in Grade 6, and took academic mathematics 
in grade 9, 47 percent met the standard on the EQAO Grade 
9 academic mathematics assessment. The results were much 
different for students in applied mathematics: of the students 
who did not meet the standard in Grade 3 or in Grade 6, and 
took applied mathematics in grade 9, only 30 percent met  
the standard.17

Choosing a Life Pathway at a Young Age

Students in grade 8 are at an age when many “physical, social 
and emotional processes are in flux and formation.”18 Between 
early adolescence and graduation from secondary school, 
young people undergo many changes in interests, needs, and 
career aspirations. Requiring students as young as thirteen to 
make course choices may set some of them on pathways that 
will not align with the career and life goals that might emerge 
as they move through secondary school.

Grade 8 course selections also seem to conflict with the Min-
istry’s stated goals in its Creating Pathways to Success policy. 
The policy articulates the need to empower students and help 
them “respond to the realities of a complex, rapidly changing 
world;”19 however, students are expected to make decisions 
before they have any experience with secondary school life and 
the opportunities that are available to them.
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